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Hanukkah, the Festival of
Lights, is really early this
year�really early!  By the time
you read this issue of Star
Tracks the holiday will
probably be over.  However,
Hanukkah�s message of
miracles, promise and the
pursuit of religious freedom is
with us always.

Of all the celebrations we
experience each year, the most
meaningful are those we
celebrate with family and
friends.  The holiday of
Hanukkah is especially
pleasurable as we pass on our
Jewish history, watch our
children�s delight in lighting
the Hanukkiah and feel their
anticipation of receiving a

small gift or gelt.

We must remember, however,
to make sure our children
learn the true meaning of
Hanukkah:  faith and the
victory of a small band of
Maccabees against a powerful
Syrian army.  Perseverance,
miracles and faith are the real
messages.

When we decided to be parents
through adoption we took a
huge leap of faith.  We put our
trust in others, the adoption
system and the unknown.  For
many of us, adoption was the
one remaining avenue open to
parenthood.  The road was not
always easy but, nevertheless,
we persevered.  At the end of
the road was �our miracle�, our

�own festival of
light�, our very
own child!

The symbol of
the Maccabees� success is
the Hanukkiah.  The
symbol of our successful
journey to parenthood is
our newly formed family.
May all of us continue to
be a symbol of miracles
and promise.

Happy Hanukkah!

Debra Berger

��.And from the one
remaining flask, a miracle
was wrought.�  ~~Ma�oz
Tzur
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AVAILABLE NOW!!!  STARS OF DAVID INTERNATIONAL TRIBUTE CARDS

Stars of David International
tribute cards are available!
Tribute cards can be sent to
those who mean the most to
you.  They are perfect for
anniversaries, birthdays,
weddings, birth, illness, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, graduations, engage-
ments, promotions, a thank
you, memorials and any
simcha.  The cream-colored
card with black ink and a
cheerful picture of multi-ethnic
children is available for a
minimum contribution of
$10.00 or six cards for a $50.00
contribution.  We can mail the
card to the honoree for you or
we can send the card to you for

you to mail.  Your donation
(which may be tax deductible)
will help us in our mission to
continue to provide a network of
support for Jewish and interfaith
Jewish adoptive families.
Contributions will be acknowl-
edged in each issue of Star Tracks.
In the very near future you will
be able to order and pay for
Tribute Cards online.  For the
time being please follow these
directions:

If you are mailing the card(s)
yourself just send your name,
address, phone number and
email address, along with a check
for the appropriate amount ($10
each, 6 for $50.00) to Stars of

David Tribute Cards, P.O. Box
573, Woodbury, NJ  08096-1839.
If you want your name and the
name of your honoree included
in Star Tracks please include
your name (as you want it
printed), the honoree�s name, the
reason for the card (birthday,
birth, simcha, wedding, death,
etc).  Donation amounts WILL
NOT be printed.  Please print!

If you want Stars of David to
mail the card for you send your
name, address, phone number
(very important if we have a
question about your request) and
email address, in addition to the
name of the person being
honored or remembered, the

reason for the card (birthday,
birth, simcha, wedding, death,
etc.) a check for the appropriate
amount ($10 each, 6 for $50.00)
to Stars of David Tribute
Cards, P.O. Box 573,
Woodbury, NJ  08096-0573.
Please print and let us know if
you want this information
included in the next issue of
Star Tracks!  Donation
amounts WILL NOT be
printed.

If you have any questions please
do not hesitate to call Debra at
1-888-550-3732 (toll-free) or
StarTrackss@aol.com.   Remem-
ber to check the website
periodically for online ordering.
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To list your conferences, meetings or events in Star Tracks please send listings, including name of event, date,
time, place and contact information.  Deadlines for subsequent issues are: February 1 for Purim/Passover
(Mar/Apr), May 1 for Summer (June), and August 1 for High Holidays (Sept/Oct).   Your listing will be
included as space permits.

ALASKA

MOM�S NITE OUT, Anchorage Adoptive Parents Assoc meets 2nd Thursday of the month, Anchorage.
Amy at anch_adpt_parents@hotmail.com

ILLINOIS

ADOPTIVE FAMILY DAY 2nd Thursday of every month, Sandy 630-637-8000, Naperville.

CENTRAL ILLINOIS ADOPTIVE FAMILIES- Potluck and family activities the 3rd Sunday of every
month in Bloomington-Normal.  Info:  ciaf@ciafadopt.org

SAVE THE DATE:  Sunday, May 18, 2003, �CELEBRATING JEWISH DIVERSITY:  EMBRACING
MULTIETHNIC FAMILIES IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY��This one-day conference will be held at
the Kaplan JCC in Skokie.  There will be a keynote, educational workshops, and exhibits for children and
adults.  The target audience includes: multiracial and multiethnic Jewish families, adoptive families, rabbis,
cantors, educators, lay leaders and Jewish community professionals.  For information, please contact Marsha
L. Raynes, LCSW, Director, Project Esther:  The Chicago Jewish Adoption Network, 847-412-4353,
MarshaRaynes@jcbchicago.org

MASSACHUSETTS

DISCUSSION SUPPORT GROUP meets monthly at Temple Beth Elohim in Wellesley.  Topics:  Jewish
identity, conversion, interfaith marriage and more.  Ellen Glazer, LICSW. eglazer@gis.net or 617-332-3468

ODS ADOPTION COMMUNITY OF NEW ENGLAND, INC.   Meetings throughout the year, Holliston.
Contact 508-429-4260.

MICHIGAN

CATHOLIC HUMAN SERVICES 9TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON OPEN ADOPTION.  April 24-
26, 2003, Traverse City.   Faculty includes Brenda Romanchik, Susan Soon-Keum Cox, Joyce Maguire Pavao,
Lois Melina and others.  Info:  Jim Gritter, 231-947-8110

MINNESOTA

TODDLER PLAY GROUP�Mom wants to start a toddler playgroup for adoptive families with Korean born
children.  Contact Nicole at 651-690-1827 or ndruckma@yahoo.com

RESOLVE Adoption Support Group, 2nd Thursday of every month. Minneapolis,  Deb 651-653-9761

STARS OF DAVID: A JEWISH

ADOPTION INFORMATION &

SUPPORT NETWORK is a non-profit

organization providing a compassion-

ate network of support, adoption

information, and education to

prospective parents,  adoptive

families,adult adoptees, birth families,

and the Jewish community. For more

information/ membership contact:

Marlyn Kress, P.O. Box 66, Mt.

Laurel, NJ 08054-0066, 856-866-

0055,marlkress@comcast.net

STAR TRACKS  is a publication of

STARS OF DAVID INTERNATIONAL,

INC..  Any requests to reprint any

portion of this material should be

made to Debra A.W. Berger, Star

Tracks, Editor, P.O. Box 573,

Woodbury, New Jersey  08096-0573,

Toll-free 1-888-550-3732,

StarTrackss@aol.com

©2002, Stars of David International,

Inc., Illinois,   All Rights Reserved.

Original graphic art ©2002, Matthew

A. Schwartz

*********************************

Please note: Letters to the Editor,

book reviews and articles do not

necessarily imply the endorsement of

or approval of the Board of Directors

of Stars of David, International, Inc.

Unless expressly stated, all opinions

are solely those of the author(s).

Subscribers are reminded that this

publication is open to the news and

views of its members.  Stories and

editorial submissions are welcome,

however, Star Tracks retains  the

absolute right to accept, reject or edit

any submission.   We cannot assume

responsibility for unsolicited material

or guarantee its return.  If you would

like it returned please include a self-

addressed, stamped envelope.

Hotline:  1-800-STAR-349

E-mail:   StarsDavid@aol.com

WEBSITE: http://www.starsofdavid.org

CONFERENCES 

MEETINGS & EVENTS 
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NEW JERSEY

ADOPTIVE PARENTS� ORGANIZATION OF CENTRAL NJ,   3rd Wednesday of every month, Hamilton Square, Mary 609-587-9016

NEW YORK

SAVE THE DATE:  April 6, 2003, All-day conference.  Infertility, Adoption and Family Conference.  Ametz Adoption Program, 212-558-9949,
Ametz@jccany.org or www.jccany.org

Various meetings for adoptive families and families-to-be in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Riverdale, Queens, Long Island and Westchester.  212-558-9949

PENNSYLVANIA

GATHERING INTERNATIONAL FAMILIES TOGETHER�Support meetings, workshops, seminars and children�s activities.  Lancaster.  Lita at
giftgroup@att.net

Dear Members,

Be sure to check out all the new
improvements to our website!! 
There�s lots more to come.
Please feel free to send us
recommendations for links to
post on our site.  The Members
Area is still under construction. 
There has been some objection
to posting the membership
database, even with passwords
and other security. Therefore, we
are now considering various
options to make only some
limited information available
instead.  We are open to
suggestions from our computer
savvy members as to what they
want and how to do it. 
Members may receive a paper
version of the membership list
upon request.

Starting next year we are going
to switch to an online newsletter
for everyone who has email.  It
will be up to YOU to tell us if
you have a change of email
address or if you want to receive
a paper copy instead.  As each
issue is published, we will send
you the necessary password so
that you can read the newsletter
online.  In order to read the

newsletter online, you will need
to download Adobe Acrobat,
which is FREE (and easy to do).

An online newsletter has many
advantages.  It will arrive sooner,
it will never be wrinkled or
ripped, it will have color
graphics, it saves paper, it saves
hours and hours of work, and
best of all it saves money.  We do
not have a paid staff and we use
outside services to get our
newsletter published.  Printing,
postage, and mail service is
terribly expensive for a small
nonprofit organization such as
ours.  We�d prefer to spend our
limited budget on expanding
our website, publicity and
outreach, chapter development,
and other areas where we can
make a significant impact. 

Please let us know what YOU
want and we�ll try to find an
expert to fit the bill.  If YOU are
an adoption expert, please
consider volunteering to write a
column in your area of expertise. 

We are working on a new system
to collect both chapter and
national dues and to rebate
chapter dues directly to our

chapter treasurers. Your patience
is appreciated while we work out
the kinks in this new procedure.
Suggestions are welcome.

Many members are now paying
by PayPal.  The ability to pay
dues online is a welcome
convenience.  It is easy, fast, and
efficient.  When you complete
your membership form, PLEASE
give us all the information
requested on the form.  The
more we know about our
members, the better we will be
able to provide for their needs.

TREA$URER�$ &
ACCOUNTANT�S REPORT:

As of 8/7/02, our money market
account shows a balance of
$17,520 and our checking
account has a balance of
$12,667.  Stars of David was
originally incorporated in the
State of New Jersey.  As of this
year, we are now incorporated in
the State of Illinois, where we
have our home office. We
recently received our new
incorporation documents and
our new FEIN number. Incorpo-
ration documents were prepared
pro bono by Much, Shelist,

Freed,
Denenberg,
Ament &
Rubenstein,
PC of Chicago.  Thanks to Bill
Anspach for his hard work on
the documents!  We did not
have to file a tax return this
year. Our income was under the
amount that would have
required a filing.

Sue Katz

DIRECTOR�S MESSAGE

IMPORTANT:  If
your email address
changes please
forward your new
address to Sue
Katz at
StarsDavid.com.
Also, forward any
U.S. mail address
and phone number
changes.  This is
VERY IMPOR-
TANT!  Incorrect
information will
delay your receipt
of Star Tracks and
other important
information.
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The CHICAGO CHAPTER is
going to a musical called Prairie
Lights - an adoption story of
two orphans riding an orphan
train in 1905 to Nebraska.   The
children are adopted by the only
Jewish couple in a small town.
Prairie Lights incorporates the
songs and story of Chanukah
and deals with the feelings and
emotions of not only the
children and their new family
but the people of the town as
well. We are looking forward to
this exciting opportunity - many
of the creators of the play are
award-winning in their fields.
   Chicago Stars and the Jewish
Children�s Bureau�s Project
Esther team are planning their
second annual Chanukah Party
for December 8th.  In addition,

Susan Katz and Elyse Flack are
working on a committee to plan
a multicultural conference that
will be held at one of the local
JCCs during May of the coming
year.   Project Esther is a specific
entity within the organization
that deals with adoption related
issues and is growing to become
their adoption program which
has been defunct for years - Stars
Chicago is becoming a partner
of theirs in many aspects.

CHAVERIM�November 1st

found Chaverim feasting on
traditional Ethiopian food at
Chaverim and Temple
Emanuel�s Second Annual
Shabbat Around the World.
Over 150 people attended the
dinner.  Our guest speaker was

CHAPTER NOTES Michael Resnick, the director of
the North American Conference
on Ethiopian Jewry.  He spoke of
the extreme poverty of the
remaining Jews in Ethiopia.  The
Temple�s religious school children
(K through 4th grade) made
Ethiopian crafts and artwork
(simulated Ethiopian embroidery,
basketry and other related crafts)
that bridged the Jewish and
Ethiopian cultures. Services and
an Oneg followed dinner where
everyone had another chance to
view the artwork on display and
to �catch up� with other adoptive
families. Next year we will visit
the Jews of Kaifeng, China.

Hanukkah
Our annual Hanukkah party will
take place on Friday, December 6.
Once again we join a welcoming

Temple Emanuel and its
Hanukkah Dinner and Service.
Menorahs, dreidels and gelt will
adorn each table.  Dinner will
consist of chicken, vegetables and
potato latkes with applesauce and
sour cream.  Hanukkah songs
will be sung and we�ll have ample
opportunity to network.  Our
kids will run around the social
hall as usual, I�m sure.

Future Plans
Our goal is to institute bi-
monthly educational meetings
and a parent meeting addressing
the issues surrounding a return
visit to your child�s birth
country.

If you are interested in any of
these activities please call Debra
856-384-2764 or email:
StarsChvrm@aol.com.

N O T E W O RT H Y  N E W S NOTEWORTHY NEWS

NEW ADOPTION MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER

AI, the monthly newsletter by
The Evan B. Donaldson
Adoption Institute features,
�timely, accurate information
on adoption policy, practice,
public perception, research, and
media coverage.�  You can view
this publication on the
Institute�s website or sign up at
www.adoptioninstitute.org

ON-LINE ADOPTION
COURSE

Conspicuous Families:  Race,
Culture and Adoption is the
first e-learning course offered by

Adoption Learning Partners.
The course helps international
and transracial families to learn
skills and explore the issues they
will face.  Call 800-566-3995 or
visit their website:
www.adoptionlearningpartners.org

EMAIL ADDRESS CHANGE
SERVICE

http://www.re-route.com offers
reasonably priced services for
when you change your email
address.  You can re-route email,
redirect your mail, send change
of address notices and forward
your email.  Contact the above
URL.

ADOPTING A NEW LIFE
VIDEO
The International Adoption
Center has a 17-minute video
highlighting a family that takes
you on their journey to Siberia,

Russia to adopt their 5-year-old
daughter.  You will share their
travels, visits to the orphanage,
courtroom, the apartment where
they stay and the joy of forming
a forever family in a different
land.    $10.95   Info:  215-782-
1191 or http://
www.adoptlaw.org

CONSUMER GUIDE TO
INTERNATIONAL
 ADOPTION

Also from The International
Adoption Center, a 15-page book
for $12.95.  Answers such
questions:  Is international
adoption right for me? how do
we decide which country?, how
to choose an agency?, what do
fees include?, what is in an
adoption contract?, how can we
be sure about a child�s health?,

GUATEMALAN BAKERY

If you are in the northern New
Jersey area and are a parent of a
Guatemalan child (or just want
to try something new) visit Tita
Bakery at 67 Washington
Avenue in Belleville, New Jersey.
201-759-8021.  Items available:
tamales rojos, chile rellenos,
ojaldras and pan dulce.

HALLMARK CHANNEL
SERIES ON ADOPTION
This very successful television
series will be extended for a
second season.  They are
currently looking for a PEND-
ING international adoption by
a Jewish family to highlight in
an episode next season.  If you
are interested, please contact
StarsDavid@aol.com and we�ll
pass along that information.

etc.  Info:  215-782-1191 or
 http://www.adoptlaw.org
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Did you know that if you
subscribe to (or renew)
Adoptive Families Magazine
you would be contributing to
Stars of David International?

Adoptive Families magazine
offers a special opportunity to
subscribe to the nation�s
leading adoption-focused
magazine and assist Stars of
David at the same time.
Order now and you will
receive:  a subscription to the
Parents� Choice award-winning
Adoptive Families magazine,
the nation�s leading magazine
for pre- and post-adoptive

STARS OF DAVID AND ADOPTIVE FAMILIES MAGAZINE
families.  Each issue is filled
with authoritative, helpful
information, joyful personal
stories, columns and depart-
ments from leading adoption
professionals.  You also receive
a free �Best of Adoptive
Families� booklet:  an exhilarat-
ing collection of the best
articles of the last decade of
Adoptive Families magazine.
In addition, Adoptive Families
will contribute $5.00 to Stars
of David.

To order, you can subscribe on
line via http://
www.adoptivefamilies.com.

to assure that Stars of David
will receive a donation as a
result of your subscription.
OR you can call toll-free:  1-
800-372-3300.  Be sure to
mention Special Code P09017
to ensure Stars of David
receives a donation.

Please Note:  Some Stars of  David
chapters have separate rebate
programs through Adoptive Families
magazine.  Check with your chapter
coordinator for details.  Renewals
extend current subscriptions.
Donors will receive gift announce-
ment cards.

On the order page, note Stars
of David in the comments box

by DAVE SLOVES, Star Tracks Internet Columnist

This column is designed to
lead you to information and
resources on the Internet
dealing with adoption and
dealing with Judaism.  A
website listed in this column
is not necessarily endorsed by
the author, STAR TRACKS,
or STARS OF DAVID
INTERNATIONAL.

Voices of Adoption, at
www.ibar.com/voices, tries to
combine pertinent news for
the adoption community with
the arts.  A look at a recent
page showed links for informa-
tion about recent Judiciary
Committee proceedings in
California; States� narrowing
of the revocation periods in
adoption; and information on
Alabama�s adoptee rights bill. 
In addition to this news, links
bring you to poetry, stories
and art, as well as listings of
resources and support groups.

The Legal Information
Institute of Cornell University
is one of the nation�s most
comprehensive free legal
research sites.  At
www.law.cornell.edu/topics/
adoption.html, you can find an
overview on adoption law and
links to specific federal and
state laws and judicial deci-
sions.

�Consumer Protection and
Advocacy for adopting
families� is the banner at The
Adoption Guide,
www.theadoptionguide.com.. It
quotes US News and World
Report, calling it �the Ralph
Nader of adoption�controver-
sial gadfly and consumer
advocate.�  Agency surveys and
rankings are available as well as
news, resource links, adoption
warnings, including wrongful
adoption links.  Recently, the

lead page discussed the big
business of international
adoption, citing the Fiscal Year
2001 immigrant visas issued.

Adopting.com calls itself �The
largest adoption resources
index on the internet.� 
Located at www.adopting.com,
it will link people to informa-
tion on how to get started,
agencies, attorneys, support
groups, etc.  It provides a list
of featured websites for
agencies and other informative
sites.

Adoption.com is working on
JewishAdoption.com with the
assistance of Stars of David.
The site is already up and
running but many additional
enhancements, including links
to our own site will be added
over time.

It�s �early� this year, but
anytime is a good time to
learn about the Festival of
Lights, Hanukah. 
www.akhlah.com/holidays/
hanukkah/hannukah.asp
comes from Akhlah: The
Jewish Children�s Learning
Network and will provide
child and parent with infor-
mation on the traditions,
crafts and recipes associated
with this holiday.  Links will
also help brush you up on the
blessings and vocabulary
associated with these 8 days.

Finally, gifts for Hanukah, or
any occasion, may be ordered
from the National Museum of
American Jewish History.  At
www.judaicashop.net one can
shop for the beautiful, the
unusual, the traditional and
the wild of Judaica, including
over 30 different Menorahs.
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Editor�s Note:  Our Ask Rabbi
Mom column can�t replace direct
personal contact with a real live
Rabbi.  So before emailing or
writing please consider contacting
your local Rabbi.  As much as we�d
like to answer every question or
comment we are limited by space.
However, your questions and/or
comments may be addressed in
future columns.  If  so, your letter
will be printed anonymously unless
you tell us otherwise.  Several like
questions from different people may
be combined into one letter for sake
of  clarity and length.  We reserve
the right to edit.

Dear Rabbi Mom:

I appreciated your article
about conversion in Star
Tracks.  From our experience,
especially talking to people
who adopted and converted
kids who are now adults, it is
of crucial importance to
actively involve the kids in
Judaism.  I don�t care which
stream of Judaism the family
is in, if they only go to
synagogue or temple once or
twice a year and think that
eating bagels and lox creates a
Jewish kid, they are potentially
in for a big surprise when
their kid decides he looks like
he should have been Buddhist!

So conversion involves milah,
tevilah, and a commitment to a
Jewish lifestyle!

Thanks,

Steve Krausz, Jewish Children�s
Adoption Network

Dear Steve:

What an excellent point you make.
Milah and Tevilah are �points of
entry� that give a person Jewish legal
status, but �doing Jewish� on a day
to day basis helps a person develop an
internal sense of  Jewish identity.  As
you indicate, all are crucial to the
formation of  the whole Jew.

Rabbi Mom

Dear Rabbi Mom:

My wife and I are on a waiting
list to adopt a child and it is
highly unlikely that our child�s
biological parents will be
Jewish.  A Reform Rabbi
married us and we belong to a
Reform congregation.  My wife
thinks that our child-to-be
should have an Orthodox
conversion because if he or she
ever moves to Israel, only an
Orthodox conversion counts.

At first I agreed but then an
Orthodox rabbi told me that we
would have to be Orthodox Jews
if we want an Orthodox
conversion for our child.  My
wife wants to say that we are
Orthodox to secure an Ortho-
dox conversion.  I don�t want to
make life difficult for my child
later on, but lying seems wrong.
Also, I love Israel but I�m not
sure I want to encourage my
child to live there.

So, what kind of Rabbi should
we use for our child�s conver-
sion?  If our Reform rabbi does
convert my child and he or she
decides to move to Israel later,
can he or she re-convert with
an Orthodox Rabbi?  We want
to figure this out before our
child arrives.

Worried that the Conversion
won�t count in Israel

Dear Worried:

It is a widely held misconception that
�only an Orthodox conversion
counts� for people who are immigrat-
ing to Israel.  In fact, The Law of
Return in Israel accepts as returned
Jews all persons converted outside
Israel, regardless of  movement.
Whether an Orthodox or a Reform
beit din in the U.S.A. performs your
child�s conversion, he or she can
become an Israeli citizen under the
Law of  Return.

As you and your wife are Reform
Jews, it would seem appropriate to
speak to your (Reform) congrega-
tional Rabbi about convening a beit
din.  While �re-conversion� would
not be necessary if  your child decides
to move to Israel, it would be possible
for your child to convert with an
Orthodox beit din later in life.  If,
for example, your child wants to be
married by
an
Orthodox
Rabbi or
join an
Orthodox
congregation,
he or she
might choose
to convert
under the
direction of
an

Orthodox beit din, even though
milah and tevilah already took place
with a Reform beit din.

I realize that my response has freed
you of  the temptation to lie about
your religious practice.  You were not
the only reader to write to me about
the urge to lie to a beit din, so I
feel compelled to address that issue as
well.  If  the purpose of  bringing
your children into the Jewish people
is to provide them with a Jewish
moral compass and a set of moral
virtues, then it is counter-productive
to base their very entry into the
Jewish people on an immoral act.
So, whether you are thinking about
lying about religious practice, sexual
orientation, or interfaith marriage
(some examples from the letters that
I have received), please set a good
example for your child and refrain
from �committing perjury� before a
rabbinic court.

Rabbi Mom

Dear Rabbi Mom:

We received our daughter
when she was 25 minutes old.
Her biological mother is not
Jewish.  Now our daughter is
seven years old.  Every year we
say that we are going to do her
conversion ceremony but we

ASK RABBI MOM BY RABBI ELENA STEIN
Email:  stein369@fuse.net
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keep putting it off.  I don�t
want to delay any longer,
especially after reading your
article, which felt like the
perfect reason to renew our
resolve.  But alas, we have a
problem.

My husband is from South
Africa, where all the syna-
gogues are pretty Orthodox.
My husband and I are pretty
much cultural Jews.  Despite
this, my husband goes to
Chabad House for saying
Kaddish and the High Holy
Days.  My daughter attends
some classes there and my
husband goes to Torah study
while she is at school.

My husband and daughter feel
welcome at Chabad even
though everyone there knows
that my daughter has not been
converted and that my
husband is not Orthodox.
When my husband asked the
Rabbi to do my daughter�s
conversion, the Rabbi said
that our family would have to
keep Kosher, observe Shabbat
and send our daughter to
Jewish Day School.  I can�t see
our family doing these things
but my husband is set on an
Orthodox conversion.  I feel
that we should stop procrasti-
nating and see another Rabbi.
A friend suggested that we
wait until our daughter is
ready to become Bat Mitzvah
and to let her decide but I do
not want to wait that long.
What are your thoughts on
our predicament?

Wants to Stop Putting it Off

Dear Wants to Stop:

Your predicament stems from several
areas of  difficulty.  First, the
challenge of  deciding whether or not
an Orthodox beit din is right for
your daughter.  Second, finding
common ground with your husband
about Judaism in your home.  Third,
coping with a child who is already old
enough to have some sense of  herself
as a Jew, even though she has not
formally entered the Jewish people.

There are many people who are not
observant Jews who seek Orthodox
conversions for their adopted children.
Sometimes it is difficult for them to
decide whether or not to become
observant.  I typically recommend
asking the following:  Are we
philosophically opposed to Orthodox
Judaism?  Or do we believe that
ideally Jews should follow Orthodox
practice, but we have not done so in
the past?  If  you are philosophically
opposed to Orthodox Judaism, then
there is no reason to use an
Orthodox beit din for conversion.  If
you do believe that Orthodox
Judaism is ideal Judaism then your
daughter�s conversion might be a
catalyst for becoming the kind of
Jewish role model that you would like
to be.

In either case it is a discussion and a
journey that you need to make as a
family and in discussion with several
Rabbis before selecting one Rabbi as
a guide.  In your specific situation, it
sounds as though you and your
husband might have some disagree-
ments about Jewish living that need
to be addressed directly.  You say that
your husband and daughter feel
welcome at Chabad but you do not
say that you feel welcome there.  Your
husband clearly states that Orthodox
Judaism is �doing it right�, but you
think that conversion with a non-

Orthodox rabbi is legitimate.  You
guess that you and your husband are
cultural Jews.  Perhaps you are a
cultural Jew but your husband�s
involvement in Jewish life is certainly
not cultural.    He attends religious
services on High Holy Days and
praises G-d�s name through Kaddish.
He studies Bible with a Chasidic
Rabbi on a regular basis.

I do not know much about your
belief  and practices but from your
letter I suspect that the differences
between you and your husband go
beyond what kind of  beit din to use
for your daughter�s conversion.  It
might be helpful to reframe your
discussion.  Instead, of focusing only
on the question of  your daughter�s
conversion, talk with your husband
about what each of  your hopes and
expectations are for your Jewish
home.

Finally, your daughter is seven years
old and she is receiving some religious
training from Chabad.  While you,
your husband, and her teachers need
not agree on every point, I do think
that parents and teachers need to be
partners in the education process.
Skills and ideas learned in school
should be reinforced at home.  If  you
and your husband have strong
disagreements about religion in the
home, then you have to at least agree
upon a plan for your daughter.
While it might be tempting to leave
the choice up to
your daughter,
doing so would
force her to
�take sides�
with one of
you.  If  you
ask your
daughter to
choose her own
beit din you
are, in effect,

asking her to intervene in a
disagreement that you are having
with your husband.  This is an
unfair burden to place on a child of
any age.  As difficult as your
predicament may be, the responsibil-
ity to enter your child into the Jewish
people rests with you and your
husband.  Only you can decide as a
couple which movement in Judaism
you wish to raise your daughter.

You and your husband will have to
do individual soul-searching and a
lot of  talking with each other.  An
impartial mediator counselor might
be of assistance.  It is not a simple
task that lies before you, nor is it
insurmountable.  I wish you well on
your journey.  Keep me posted.

Rabbi Mom
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�Parents of adopted

children with disabili-

ties have to totally

remove from their

hearts the child they

thought would grow

into a certain kind of

adult...This will create

a space in their

hearts for the child

they actually have. �

ADOPTION, DISABILITIES, AND JUDAISM
Shelley Kapnek Rosenberg, Ed.D.

Second of a series

Excerpted from Dr. Rosenberg�s book:

Adoption and the Jewish Family: Contemporary Perspectives
Philadelphia, PA: Jewish Publication Society, 1998.

When an apparently
normal child, adopted as an
infant with no obvious disabil-
ity and no history of health
problems, develops an invisible
disability, such as Attention
Deficit (Hyperactivity) Disorder
(ADD/ADHD), the issues that
the child and the family
confront can be very painful.
In addition to the grief of their
infertility and the stress involved
in adoption, these parents may
face anger, frustration, guilt,
and even a sense of betrayal.
This is especially true for those
who are unprepared for and
unaware of the possibility that
their child might have an
invisible disability.  Moreover,
their children are likely experi-
encing similar feelings.

Experts in the field have found
that adoptive parents may relive
the pain that they felt during the
adoption process as they find
themselves dealing with ADD.
Robin Allen, MSW, executive
director of the Barker Founda-
tion, an adoption agency in
Maryland that studied the
overlap of adoption and ADD,
explains.  �The diagnosis of a
disability repeats and recycles
the old infertility issues; all of
the original feelings and doubts
reappear,� she says.  �Adoptive
parents are dealing with systems
� medical, educational, and
psychological � whose jargon
they may not understand.  They
are, again, confronting decisions
that their peers don�t have to
make.  They are, once again,

facing isolation, even from other
adoptive parents.  They may ask
themselves why this had to
happen to them, what their
biological child would have been
like, and why parenting seems so
much easier for other people.
And, once again, they may not
be able to share these feelings
with anyone, or even admit them
to themselves.�

And, what these parents may not
realize is that their adoptive
children are also suffering, most
likely, silently.  These children
may wonder whether they were
placed for adoption because
there was �something wrong with
them,� whether one of their
birth parents has a similar
disability, and whether that
parent would understand better
than their adoptive parents how
difficult life is for them.  They
may wonder whether they have a
birth sibling with a similar
disability and how he or she is
faring.  And, they may believe
that their adoptive parents will
be hurt and disappointed if they
don�t go to college, enter the
family business, or follow in
their footsteps.  Their anger at
having been �given up� and at
having a disability blends with
their fear of failure and of
disappointing the parents they
know and love.  Yet they may
not feel comfortable sharing
these feelings and often their
adoptive parents, consumed by
their own pain, don�t make this
sharing any easier.

In order to help themselves and

their children, these adoptive
parents must revise their goals
and expectations for their child
and decide where their values
truly lie.  Only in this way will
they be able to build a healthy
relationship with their child as
they shore up that child�s
emotional well-being.  �Parents
of adopted children with
disabilities have to totally
remove from their hearts the
child they thought would grow
into a certain kind of adult,�
says Sharon Kaplan Roszia,
director of the Kinship Center
in California.  �This will create
a space in their hearts for the
child they actually have.  It may
feel like a betrayal to the actual
child, but they are betraying
that child every day that they
aren�t wanting him for who he
is.�

It can be difficult for adoptive
parents to achieve this level of
acceptance.  They often become
threatened and angry at even the
suggestion that the �happily ever
after� story they expected is not
the reality they have.  Adoptive
professionals, who at one time
never even mentioned the
possibility, have now come to
believe that mental and
emotional preparation can help
adoptive parents whose children
may have an invisible and
unexpected disability.  Many
tend, now, to tell parents that
they see a higher incidence of
disabilities in children who are
adopted, planting the seeds in
their minds just in case.  They
also tell parents of the need and
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benefit of seeking professional
support, and of seeing that
seeking such help is a sign of
strength and flexibility, not of
weakness.

It can be especially difficult for
Jewish parents, however, to deal
with these ssues and to seek
help.  They may not feel
supported by a Jewish commu-
nity that is all too willing to
accept the fiction that �Jews
don�t have these problems.�
The �People of the Book,� with

their great admiration for
learning and strong emphasis on
education, create the expectation
that all Jewish youth will excel
academically, attend college, and
follow the path of an auspicious
career.  An especially family-
oriented people, Jews rejoice with
the couple that has adopted, yet
has no understanding of the loss
and pain associated with
adoption and the challenges that
follow it throughout life.  And,
the adoptive parents may hesitate
to seek help because they

believed that they were expected
to be �perfect� parents, not to
have any problems.

Jewish adoptive parents must
find the will, and the way, to
become advocates for their child
within both the secular and
Jewish communities.  While the
secular community provides
certain legal rights for people
with disabilities, the Jewish
community provides no such
guarantee.  However, the leaders
of synagogues and Jewish schools

have begun to recognize the
needs of people with disabilities
and these institutions are
becoming more accessible.
Jewish adoptive parents need to
continue to work with rabbis,
cantors, principals, teachers,
youth group leaders, and others
to make the Jewish community
a source of comfort and
strength for adoptees with
disabilities and their families.

 Next issue: Practical sugges-
tions.

MEMORIES AND MESSAGES TO LAST A LIFETIME
or How To Communicate with Your Child
Part two of Three
By Nancy Golden, MSW

This is the second in a series of
articles which focuses on the many
ways messages are sent and received
within all families, with special
attention, when appropriate, to
adoptive families.  This month�s article
examines how all parents can learn to
recognize and truly understand their
child�s feelings if  they have the capacity
and motivation to remember their own
childhood experiences.

Eda LeShan, an educator and
family counselor, encourages
mothers and fathers to look into
themselves in many ways.  In her
article entitled, �The Secret to
Being A Great Parent,� LeShan
notes that her perceptions are
very different now from what
they were when she was a young
mother and not yet as clearly in
touch with her childhood
memories.  She recalls, for
example, when her daughter,
Wendy, was three and they were
in a supermarket together at
noon.  Wendy began howling,
jumping around in the cart and
throwing anything she could get
her hands on.  LeShan remem-
bers her embarrassment and her

fury.  She yelled at her.  She
threatened her.  LeShan states,
�Surely I made her feel she was
bad.�

Most of us can relate to the
author�s reaction and also to her
wish to have an opportunity to
do it again, differently.  I
remember scenes such as this and
also my longing to have a chance
to play it over again.  In working
at the task of recalling my
childhood, I experienced a
feeling that I called �an exhaus-
tion unto madness.�  Only then
did I understand that when
young children get hungry and
tired, they lose control.

What would have helped, how
could that scene have gone
differently?  What Wendy
needed was for her mommy, be
she LeShan, or me, or you, to
take her out of the cart, find a
quiet aisle, sit down on the floor
and rock her, hug her and say,
�You�re so hungry, you�re so
tired.  It�s lunchtime and
naptime and I�m sorry we didn�t
get home sooner.  I�m going to

get you a banana and some
raisins and we�ll get home as fast
as we can.�

Wendy would have known she
was a perfectly normal, lovable
child overcome by circumstances
beyond her control.  Her self-
esteem would have been intact.
Isn�t that one of our main goals
as parents?

The more I have studied parent-
child relationships, the more
convinced I am that when we are
the most upset about a problem
with a child, it is because the
child�s behavior has stuck a
nerve.  It brings close to the
surface of consciousness some
very old but powerful feelings
from our childhood.

If you yelled at a parent, for
instance, did you get spanked?
If you were jealous of the new
baby, did you have to hide your
feelings?  If you felt your parents
loved a brother or sister more
than they loved you, did your
perception seem to force you
into acting so that the prophecy

came true?  Can you remember
being in terror of your own
fantasies or the shadows on the
walls at night?  Were you
frightened if you heard your
parents fighting in another
room?  Did you get punished
for daydreaming?  Were you
afraid of tests on subjects you
hated and didn�t understand?

If you work at remembering,
you are more likely to figure out
why certain things about your
child make you angry, anxious
or stressed.  More importantly,
finding that child part inside of
you can help you empathize
with what your child may be
experiencing.

This is proactive rather than
reactive communication.  As
parents, we often forget the
potency of the messages we send
to our children.  Whenever
possible, our messages need to
be intentional, not accidental,
and proactive rather than
reactive.

Parents who try to remember
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their childhoods can also
reminisce with a child and share
important feelings.  Saying,
�Boy, I know how you must feel,
I used to be scared, too,� or �I
can remember being so angry!�
helps children feel less lonely.
Reflecting on your feelings will

help you to be an ally instead of
an adversary.  The bonus for us
as parents is that in trying to
remember and share, we grow in
self-understanding.

One mother shared with me,
�after I told my thirteen-year-old

daughter I understood her
rebellious feelings and how
mixed-up I felt when I was her
age, we got along better.�  �But
the best part,� she said, �was that
I started getting along better with
my mother.�

�The fact that

we did not share

Judaism was not

an obstacle, but

rather an

opportunity to

embrace each

other and

appreciate our

differences��

OPENING THE ARK
By Regina Kornspan Levin

�How will he learn to speak
English?�  I had been prepared
for all sorts of questions such as
�Why doesn�t your baby look
like you?� or �Why did you go
all the way to Paraguay to adopt
a child?� as I went about my
daily life with my newly adopted
son, Matthew. But being asked
how a 3-½ month Hispanic
infant would learn to speak
English even stumped me.  I
wish I had been clever, and said
something like, �Oh, he�s already
multi-lingual because he�s so
brilliant,� but I came up with
the trite, �He�s a baby, he doesn�t
speak anything at the moment.
He�ll learn English because that�s
what we speak!�  But as life
moved forward, many questions
would continue to come, and
not all would have easy answers.
And events would bring us to
moments, challenging ones, to
discover we would find the
answers that would fit our
family.

It was several years ago when a
letter arrived from a man living
in another city telling my
husband, Paul, and I how he and
his wife had been searching for
us for a few years.  They had
adopted a little girl from
Paraguay, and were given our
name and address by their
attorney because the children

had the same birth mother.  The
address they had been given was
already outdated, so their letters
had been returned.  Through a
series of coincidences, or perhaps
fate, eventually our name and
address appeared on the same
Internet list of families with
children from Paraguay as this
little girl�s family.  Eager to
connect with us, Pete sent a letter
with the hope we would share
their interest in maintaining
contact.  As luck would have it,
or perhaps it was fate, Paul and I
felt blessed to have the opportu-
nity to have a relationship with
Matthew�s biological sister and
her family.  Within weeks, we
arranged for our families to
meet. Amazingly, or perhaps it
was fate, Pete had grown up in
the very community in which we
were living and still had family
residing only streets away from
our home.

Due to the children�s ages, and
considering the needs of each of
our other children, we agreed
that it would be best to start off
our relationship without
discussing that Matthew and
Beth were birth siblings. Beth�s
parents, Pete and Sally, were
thrilled that we were able to
provide them with a photograph
of the children�s birth mother.
As mature adults, we appreciated

the value of our connection,
and were eager for our children
to feel this for themselves.
Eventually, we each shared the
nature of the children�s
relationship with our children.
Matthew thought it was �cool�
but as a typical boy who was not
all that interested in talking
about adoption, he did not
appreciate the amazing opportu-
nity to grow up knowing a
member of his birth family.  In
our few visits, Beth was usually
more drawn to our daughter
Amanda while Matthew was
typically more interested in
playing with Beth�s older
brother.  We realized that it
would be a long time before the
children felt a true connection,
but as parents, we each bonded
easily to our child�s biological
sibling because we knew how
special it was to know them.  As
life went on, many planned
visits were cancelled due to busy
lifestyles although we main-
tained contact.

As Matthew�s Bar Mitzvah
planning began, we started to
think about how each family
member would be included in
the very personalized ceremony
just as we had done with
Amanda. We decided with
Matthew that it was important
to include Beth and her family
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in his Bar Mitzvah.  Although
Beth and her family are not
Jewish, and had never attended
a bar or bat mitzvah, they were
excited about attending
Matthew�s Bar Mitzvah.  They
were also eager to learn about
our Jewish customs, and our
determination to spend more
time together prior to the Bar
Mitzvah resulted in a wonderful
visit. The relationship between
our two families with different
religions and traditions
developed because of the
parents� strong commitment to
their children�s birthright to
grow up knowing their biologi-
cal sibling. Our children are
each growing up in a life very

different than the one they
would have had in Paraguay, or
if they had been adopted by
different families.  The fact that
we did not share Judaism was
not an obstacle, but rather an
opportunity to embrace each
other and appreciate our
differences just as we have been
teaching our children to
appreciate their dual heritage.

Matthew decided that he did
want Beth to participate in his
Bar Mitzvah ceremony, and
invited her and her brother Bob
to join us on the Bimah.  Paul
and I discussed how our
extended family would likely
recognize the similarity between

Matthew and Beth, and ask
questions about who she was
since Matthew had chosen to
keep their relationship private.
Matthew, in his charming and
confident style, said, �I�ll tell
them she�s my sister, because she
is.�  The questions did come,
and I was prepared for taking on
that role of educating others
about how we choose to share
information about our children
when it is appropriate or it is
our child�s decision that it is the
right time to share.

Pete, Sally, Bob, and Beth had a
wonderful time at Matthew�s Bar
Mitzvah, and as excited as any
friend or relative who had

known Matthew all of his life.
Pete led a conga line of thirty
kids, and was the life of the
party.  Although she is shy, Beth
smiled gloriously as she opened
the Ark with her brother Bob
and our daughter Amanda.  As
I watched Matthew and Beth
stand together on the Bimah in
front of the open Ark, it seemed
to be a poignant metaphor for
their lives. Perhaps it was fate.

Regina Kornspan Levin is currently
the supervisor/director of  Social
Work Services for Child and Home
Study Associates in Media, Pa.  Most
recently, she was the Coordinator of
the Beyond Adoption Project at the
National Adoption Center in
Philadelphia, PA.

SOLO PARENTING BY Marlyn Kress

A number of years ago, when
my daughter was five, she had
the opportunity to appear in a
musical adaptation of The
Mulberry Bird by Andrea Green
Feigenbaum.  This was based on
the book by the same name
written by Anne Braff
Brodzinsky.  For those not
familiar with the book, it is the
story of a Mulberry Bird
birthmother�s surrender of her
baby bird for adoption to a
family of Seagulls.  In the
adaptation, the story continues
after the adoption.  It deals with
the issues of the older child
Mulberry Bird as she comes to
terms with her differences among
the Seagull society.  It also
portrays her quest for answers
about her connections to her
birthmother and adoptive
parents.  I pulled out the video
to watch it again in preparation
for this article and, of course, as
those of you who know me, the

tears started to flow.

All of our children will have
issues to deal with in their lives
and as a single parent I have to
deal with them alone.  This is
not always easy.  One of the
most difficult adoption issues is
the adoptee�s search for a
connection to his or her
birthparents.  In the song from
the musical, �Who Do I Look
Like�, Andrea brings home the
issue with such poignancy, that I
am compelled to share some of
it with you:

�Who do I look like?
Who could it be?
Who is the person who looks like me?
When I look in the mirror and see who I
see,
I can�t help but wonder who looks like me.
When she looks at the stars in the night,
Does she make a wish on one that�s most
bright?
Does she ever wish for birds on the sea?
Does she ever make a wish just for me?�

Our local Stars Chapter,
Chaverim, produced this musical
for a one-day conference we ran
a couple of years ago.  Semi-
professional actors and our
children played the principal
roles and the conference
attendees� children were the
chorus.  To see and hear these
children, who have become part
of our lives through adoption,
sing, �Who Do I look Like�, was
awe-inspiring.  I can only
imagine what must have been
going through their minds as
they sang this and other songs.
I know, for my Zoe, that her
playing the part of the Mulberry
Bird was a growth experience, for
both of us.  I have never shied
away from telling her the truth
about her adoption.  She heard
the word �adoption� before she
learned it�s meaning because I
wanted to feel comfortable
saying it and sharing her story
before she would begin to ask
questions.  I try to always listen

to her concerns and questions
and to answer them as honestly
as I can.

Why do these questions about
birth and adoption, her place in
our family and her lack of a
father, etc., always seem to come
at odd moments?  Some have
come in public bathrooms in a
stall where I swear every ear is
on us.  Sometimes it is in the
car when we are driving.  And
sometimes (my favorite!) the
questions come late at night
when Zoe is snuggled in bed
and I hear, �Mom?  I have a
question.�  Or, �What do you
want to talk about tonight,
Mom?�  I feel it is important to
be open with her because I want
to build her trust in me.  I want
her to know that she can come
to me with any concern or
problem and that I will try and
answer her to the best of my
ability.  Are some of her
questions painful?  Yes, I guess
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to a degree they are.  But that
pain stems from my issues with
infertility and not from
anything that she has said to
me.  (So far, that is.  �Just wait,�
say my friends.)

After The Mulberry Bird, Zoe
had a lot of questions about
birthmothers.  These were of a
different nature.  I guess the
whole process finally clicked
because she was the bird that
was surrendered to the new
parents.  She related to her
adoption on a new level.  More
mature, more introspective.  No
longer was she satisfied with
simple questions and answers.
Now the queries and the answers
she expected had to have more
depth.  She started to peer in the
mirror more; with a wondering
glance.  For someone who has
always looked just like my
mother, I found this painful.
How I wished I could give just

this one bit of history to my
daughter.  To tell her who SHE
looked like.  But circumstances
in China being what they are�
this information is not to be
found.  This gift I wanted to be
able to give her was simply not
to be.

So when she asked me if she
looked like her birthmother, I
swallowed the lump in my
throat and started telling her
about how she resembled both
her birth parents.    I told her
that her birthmother must have
been beautiful because where else
would she have gotten her
incredible silky brown hair with
red highlights.  And that she
must have her birth mom or
birth dad�s big brown eyes with
the golden glint.  The smile?
What a treasure!  That smile that
lights up a room and draws
people to her.  These are the gifts
that her birth parents gave her.  I

tried to paint a picture to which
Zoe could relate.

When the birthmother questions:
�Mom, do you think she thinks
about me on the stars?� kept
popping up, I asked Zoe if she
would like to give her
birthmother and birthfather
names.  She did and picked out
names from beloved Chinese
stories.  Then we went to a store
and picked out a beautiful
journal that is Zoe�s private
place.  In it, at various inconsis-
tent times, she writes letters to
her birthparents.  Sometimes she
draws pictures, or composes
songs and poems.  I do not ask
to read the journal.  But Zoe
does leave it open when she has
finished an entry, presumably
for me to read.  I never discuss
the journal with her unless she
wants to share it with me.  This
is a place for her to feel safe with
her feelings.  I am not threatened

by it at all.  In fact, I hope she
will continue to feel comfort-
able writing in it as long as she
needs its security.

I learned a long while ago that
adoption is not just for the
current generation.  That once a
family has adopted a child, or
children, that the adoptive link
is forever.  One day, when my
daughter is �all grown up�, and
has brought a new life into this
world, I hope she can look in
the mirror and finally see �who
she looks like.�  For this new life
will be the first biological
relative that she will know.
While the sole responsibility for
answering Zoe�s questions is
sometimes overwhelming and it
would be nice to be able to
share this task, I take great pride
in being able to be there for my
daughter.    I hope I will have
loved her and prepared her well.

CULTURE  

and 

HERITAGE 

ETHIOPIAN TALLIT
North American Conference of Ethiopian Jewry (NACOEJ)
212-233-5200 or www.nacoej.org

Beautiful hand-woven tallit, tallit bags and embroidered wall
hangings are made by Ethiopian Jews who are employed by
NACOEJ in a program to help these heads of households
support their families.  The wall hangings are designed using
Bible scenes from the Old Testament.

GUATEMALAN KIPPOT &
MEZZUZOT
Maya Works
773-506-4905
www.mayaworks.org

Brightly colored and beauti-
fully patterned and woven
kippot are made by Guatema-
lan workers to help them
support their families.  Also
available are hand-beaded
MEZZUZOT.

Note:  A great idea to mix
Guatemalan and Jewish culture at a
Bar or Bat Mitzvah!

A CHILD�S COMING
708-524-6002 or
www.achildcoming.com

Baby clothes, books and gifts
including traditional layettes,
multicultural and adoption
items.

CUTE AS A BUTTON
DESIGNS
www.cute-as-a-button-
designs.com or
jstringer@austin.rr.com

Photo buttons or magnets
with all the details of your
referral.  They can include
your child�s name (ethnic or
birth), birth date, dossier date,
etc.  Designed by a graphic
artist adoptive mom for a
daughter born in China.
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A SINGLE SQUARE PIC-
TURE:  A KOREAN
ADOPTEE�S SEARCH FOR
HER ROOTS
By Katy Robinson
$13.95

A sensitive and observant
memoir of a Korean adoptee�s
visit to her birth country of
Korea.

HANDS OF THE MAYA:
VILLAGERS AT WORK AND
PLAY
By Rachel Crandell, 2002
$16.95

Experience a day in the life of
Maya villagers.  The wisdom of
the phrase �many hands make

light work� comes across
in vivid detail as the
community prepares a
warm meal, weaves
clothing, makes roofs
and creates art and
music.  With its lyrical
prose and richly
textured photographs
this picture book captures the
hard work, love and respect of
the Maya culture.

REGGAE CHANUKAH:  A
ROOTS, ROCK and REGGAE
CHANUKAH CELEBRATION
By Nyabinghi Skanukah
Mr. E Records, 661-297-0374 or
www.reggaechanukah.com

This CD is the work of two
dozen extraordinarily talented

and generous artists, many with
international reputations.  Their
lands of origin, native tongues,
ethnic and cultural backgrounds,
religious affiliations and even
their ages span a wide spectrum.

LIFEBOOK KEEPSAKES
614-855-7315 or http://
lifebookkeepsakes.safeshopper.com

Specializing in adoption and
travel-related scrapbook prod-

ucts.  Albums, paper,
stickers and all the
supplies needed to
create memory books
for families and their
children.

TRIANGLE OF
LOVE PENDANT

Triangle Jewelry, P.O. Box 265,
Emory, TX, 817-922-59962

This pendant has become
known as the symbol of
adoption.  A triangle inter-
twined with a heart symbolizes
the birth family, adoptive
family and the child joined
together by love (the heart).
Hand crafted in solid sterling
silver or 14K gold.

CHANUKAH

You can never have too many
latke recipes!  The first one can
be eaten for dessert and the
following Ecuadorian recipe
can be used as a side dish or a
main dish served with salad.
ENJOY!

RICOTTA LATKES

One 15-16 oz container of
ricotta cheese
4 large eggs
6 Tbsp of flour
2 Tbsp butter or margarine
2 Tbsp sugar
1 tsp of vanilla
Oil for frying

Process all ingredients (except
Oil) in a processor or blender
until smooth and creamy.
Scrape down sides while
processing.  Heat a griddle or
skillet over medium heat and
oil lightly.  Spoon 1-1/2-2 Tbsp

of batter onto the griddle or
skillet and fry to a golden brown
on both sides.  Serve with jam,
applesauce, vanilla yogurt or
sour cream.  Makes 30 (2-1/2-3
inch) latkes.

LIAPINGACHO
Ecuadorian Potato Cakes
(Latkes) Recipe

2 LB of potatoes
Salt
2 medium sized onions, finely
chopped
2 OZ of butter, or margarine
8 OZ of Muenster, Gruyere or
cheddar cheese (or a mixture of
same), shredded
Oil for frying

Boil the potatoes in their jackets
in salted water until tender.
Drain, peel and mash them and
put aside.

In a heavy frying pan, fry the
onions in the butter/margarine
until soft and golden.  Then add
the onions and cheese to the
potatoes.  Mix well and season
with salt, to taste.
Divide the mixture into 12 balls.
Flatten them into cakes and chill
them thoroughly in the refrigera-
tor.
Using just enough oil, coat the
bottom of the pan and fry the
potato latkes under they are
golden brown on both sides.

Serve with salt and pepper to
taste.  Or if you are adventurous
you can serve them with Salsa de
Mani (Peanut Sauce) as they are
traditionally eaten in Ecuador.

SALSA DE MANI
Peanut Sauce

1 Tbsp annatto (achiote) seeds
(you can get these in any Latin

American Market or a market
that sells Latin American food.
2 Tbsp of oil
1 med sized onion, finely
chopped
1 LB tomatoes, blanched,
peeled, seeded and chopped or
14 oz peeled tomatoes and the
liquid
6 OZ peanuts, finely ground
salt, to taste

In a small, heavy frying pan
combine the annatto seeds and
oil and cook over medium heat
for a few minutes or until the
seeds have given up their rich
orange color.  Do not overcook,
as the color will fade.  Strain
and discard the seeds.  Reheat
the oil and fry onion, garlic and
tomatoes until the onion is
tender.  Stir in the ground
peanuts and cook for 3-4
minutes or until the sauce is
smooth.  Season with salt, to
taste.  The sauce should be thin
enough to pour.
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INS  National Toll Free Line
800-375-5283, Monday � Friday,
8 AM � 6 PM

U.S. State Department �
Adoption Site
http://travel.state.gov/
adopt.html
Includes guidelines, require-
ments, fact sheets, and country
specific adoption information.

International Adoption
Medical Specialists and
Adoption Clinics
For a complete listing, see the
National Adoption Information
Clearinghouse�s listing of
Developmental Evaluations of
International Adoptees at:
http://www.calib.com/naic/
resources/deveval.htm

U.S. Flags from Your Senator �
to celebrate your child�s
adoption finalization or
naturalization, arrival day,
birthday, etc., you can purchase
a flag that was flown over the
U.S. Capitol on that particular
day.  Contact your senator at
202-224-4543, or go to
www.senate.gov, choose your
state from the pull-down menu,
click on �Services�, then click
on �Ordering the U.S. Flag.�

Joint Council on International
Children�s Services (JCICS) is
the oldest and largest affiliation
of licensed, nonprofit inter-
national adoption agencies in
the world.  JCICS membership
also includes parent groups,
advocacy organizations, and
individuals who have an interest
in intercountry adoption.

JCICS
mem-
ber agencies subscribe to
established Standards of Practice
designed to protect the rights of
children, birth parents and
adoptive parents.  Stars of David
is a member organization of
JCICS.    JCICS, 1320 19th
Street, N.W., Suite 200, Washing-
ton, DC, 20036, Executive
Director, Sharon Kaufman,
Skaufman@jcics.org, http://
www.jcics.org/.  Check their site
for information on any agency
you might be considering.  You
can check the accreditation of
agencies at this site.

Report on Intercountry
Adoption � published by
International Concerns for
Children, a non-profit adoption
information service.  Agency
listings include pertinent facts
including any religious restric-
tions, approximate costs, waiting
periods, and types of children
available from dozens of
agencies and other organizations
that they believe work in
morally, ethically, and legally
correct ways for adoptive
placement in North American
homes.  ICC checks for currently
valid licenses, 501C3 status, and
history of any listed agency
programs.  ICC distributes
various specific reports on
adoption topics and provides
counseling
for adoptive
parents.  If
you are
interested in
pursuing a

for-
eign

adoption, we recommend an
individual membership�this is a
must for all international
adopters!  Forms available.  911
Cypress Dr., Boulder, CO
80303, 303-494-8333,
iccinc@webaccess.net,
www.iccadopt.org

New Adoption Decree �
Vietnam � Beginning January 2,
2003, all Vietnamese adoptions
must be approved by a new
foreign adoption agency.  In
addition, foreigners from
countries that have bilateral
adoption agreements with
Vietnam may only adopt
children.  Parent applications
will be decided on within four
months.  Once approved,
parents can travel to Vietnam
and receive their child without
the need for multiple or long
visits.  The new decree allows
adoptions to be handled by
foreign private agencies and
domestic agencies run by either
the Red Cross or the Women�s
Union.

Romanian Adoption Morato-
rium Extended �The Romanian
government has extended the
moratorium on international
adoption until November 15,
2002 for the second time.  It
states that this moratorium

could be
extended
again
pending the
enactment of
new

adoption legislation.  For more
info:  http://travel.state.gov/
adoption_romania.html

Quebec Gays and Lesbians
Receive Same Rights �Effective
June 2002, a new law, Bill 84,
gives gay and lesbian couples the
same rights and obligations as
heterosexual couples when it
comes to parenting children.

Dr. Jane Aronson Video
Guidelines for viewing videos,
analyzing medical abstracts and
recommended screening tests
and evaluations in the October
issue of Adoption Medical
News.  An article, �Guidelines
for Interpreting Pre-Adoption
Medicals from Russia and other
Countries�, explains common
medical phrases, diagnoses,
medications and therapies
found in many country medical
reports.  Countries included are
Russia, Guatemala, Romania,
Hungary, Bulgaria, India,
Vietnam, Cambodia, China and
Korea.  Info: http://
www.adoptionmedicalnews.com

Seminar in New Jersey � An
informational seminar, Options
for International Adoption, will
be presented on Monday, Dec. 9
from 7 to 9 p.m. at Jewish
Family Service of MetroWest in
Florham Park.  The forum,
hosted by JFS� adoption services
division and led by Helene
Casper of Hope Adoption
Center, is free and open to the
public.  Pictures of infants and
toddlers waiting to be adopted
will be available.  For informa-
tion or to register, call Sheila
Muster at 973-765-9050 ext. 305.

International Adoption news
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Domestic Adoption Update 

CALIFORNIA FIRST STATE TO ENACT
PAID FAMILY LEAVE LEGISLATION

California is the first state to enact comprehensive paid family leave, covering birth, adoption and foster care placement.  This law allows
employees to receive partial pay for six weeks to care for a new child.  The program becomes effective January 1, 2004.  Twenty-seven states are
considering similar laws.

NATIONAL AGENCIES,
ORGANIZATIONS, EX-
CHANGES & PROGRAMS

Please check all agencies and
sources carefully.  Please send
information to the Editor
regarding programs of interest
to our members.

Jewish Children�s Adoption
Network (JCAN) is a non-
profit adoption exchange
dedicated to providing a
national clearinghouse so that
Jewish children in need of
foster homes or adoption can

find
fami-
lies
who
will
pre-
serve
their Jewish identity.  Most of
the children referred to them
are �special needs,� older,
mixed-race, sibling groups, or
children with a potential
medical limitation.

Most of their recruiting is
done word-of-mouth.  Contact
Steve and Vicki Krausz if you
want more information, know

of a
Jew-
ish
child
in
need
of
adop-

tion, are interested in being an
adoptive or foster parent, or
wish to make a tax-deductible
contribution.  JCAN, P.O. Box
# to 147016, Denver, CO
80214-7016, 303-573-8113.
Call 303-637-4777 for a
recorded message on available
children.  jcan@uswest.net,
www.users.uswest.net/~jcan

Jewish Family and Children�s
Services of Philadelphia has a
comprehensive adoption
program.  They have been
noted for tradition, integrity
and reliability in adoption
since 1855!  They serve families
nationwide and of all religions.
Currently, they have infants
available from Guatemala in
addition to a Russian/Ukraine
program.  There may be a
waiting list depending on the
program you choose.  Contact
215-673-0100 X264 or X116 or
www.jewishadoption.org

These publications are relevant for
Jewish and interfaith Jewish adoptive
families.  If  you find any discrepancies,
inaccuracies and/or changes please let
me know.  Likewise, if  you become
aware of  a publication not listed here
please inform me so I can share the
information with your fellow members.
�Debra Berger

Adoption and the Schools:
Resources for Parents and
Teachers, edited by Lansing
Wood and Nancy Ng and
published by FAIR, using a
mini-grant from NACAC.  It�s
full of information and ideas
for discussing adoption in the
schools, parent and teacher
communications and adoption
sensitive issues, such as the
dreaded family tree assignment.
There are also sections dealing

with special education and
transcultural issues.  To order,
send a check for $30 ($25.00
plus $5.00 S & H, California
residents add 8.25% tax) to
FAIR, PO Box 51436, Palo Alto,
CA  94303 or order online at
www.fairfamilies.org

Adoptive Families Magazine �
Every issue is packed with
independent, reliable, practical
information on how you can
adopt and how to raise healthy,
happy children.  A four-times
Parent�s Choice Award winner!
Adoptive Families is written by
real parents with real kids, and
every issue is packed with real-
life stories and real-life advice.
Better than ever, it now includes
Lois Melina�s Adopted Child!  New
Hope Communications, Susan

Caughman,
Edi-
tor
and
Publisher.  Subscription
Customer Service:  800-372-3300,
letters@adoptivefam.com.
Offered bi-monthly at $24.95/yr

Adoption Medical News � this
publication, now available only
as an e-zine,  includes clear and
practical medical advice for
adoptive families and their
doctors.  Published by William
L. Pierce.  Adoption Medical
News, Suite 302, 2001 �S� St.,
NW, Washington, DC  20009.
Contact Donna Hermann at
814-364-2449 for subscription
details, or see
www.adoptionmedicalnews.com

Adoption Today
Magazine � a bi-monthly
publication that explores issues
pertinent to the adoption
community of today, from
domestic adoption and foster
care to intercountry adoption.  It
is written by adoptees, adoptive
parents, and professionals in the
field of education, medicine and
social work.  Adoption Today,
Richard Fischer, Editor, 888-924-
6736, louis@adoptinfo.net, $21/
6 issues, www.adoptinfo.net/
adoptinfo.html

PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST
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An Educator�s Guide to
Adoption � published by
Celebrate Adoption, Inc., for
parents to give to their child�s
classroom teacher to create a
partnership on how to handle
adoption in the classroom.  The
22-page guide, available for
$7.50 from
www.celebrateadoption.org.

Dovetail � a newsletter by and
for Jewish-Christian Families.
Available for Dovetail Publish-
ing, P.O. Box 19945,
Kalamazoo, MI  49019

Jewish Family & Life is an e-
publication of Jewish Commu-
nication Network.  They publish
a monthly webzine at
www.jewishfamily.com.  Contact
them at
jewishfamily@JFLmedia.com,
Toll-free 888-I-LUV-JFL.

Jewish Lights Publishing �
publishes books on Judaism and
Jewish topics for adults and
children, including The New
Jewish Baby Book and
Lifecycles.  Jewish Lights
Publishing, P.O. Box 237,
Sunset Farm Offices, RT 4,
Woodstock, VT  05091, 802-457-
4000.
Jewish Publication Society �
offers the following titles of
interest:  Adoption and the Jewish
Family, Contemporary Perspectives,
Celebration and Renewal, The Jewish
Catalogs (1st, 2nd and 3rd), And
Hannah Wept, Does God Belong in

the Bedroom?  Their catalog
includes Contemporary Jewish
Life, Jewish Traditions and
Jewish Children�s Books, etc.  1-
800-234-3151

Kar-Ben Copies, Inc. � one of
the best publishers of Jewish
children�s books in the country.
They publish books for toddlers,
holiday books, activity books,
calendars, books on the Bible,
Israel, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, Shabbat,
grief and loss, and much more.
800-4-KARBEN,
karben@aol.com,
www.karben.com.

Korean Quarterly is an all-
volunteer non profit organiza-
tion which exists to promote
Korean American people, issues
and culture, and to unite and
support the Korean American
community, including first and
second generation, adopted
Koreans and their families, and
intercultural/interracial Korean
Americans.  In its four years of
publication, it has won 11
awards for journalistic
excellence...you can check out
past issues at
www.koreanquarterly.org Korean
Quarterly is located in St. Paul
MN, but is distributed across the
globe.

The current issue has a listing of
Korean Culture Camps across
the U.S., 14 pages of book
reviews, and essays that share the
importance of who Koreans are

on the inside as opposed to what
they look like on the outside.
This is important for teens and
young adults who struggle with
their identity.  There�s a wealth
of information if you have a
connection to the Korean
adopted community.  Even if
you do not have a connection to
international adoption, you will
learn something here.

If you are interested in a
complimentary copy contact,
oksoonshin@yahoo.com

National Adoption Informa-
tion Clearinghouse � Their
website has the most comprehen-
sive listing of online Fact Sheets
on adoption-related topics
available on the Web.  Search
their directory for:  state
adoption specialists; state
licensing specialists; state
adoption exchanges and photo
listings; state reunion registries;
state confidential intermediary
services; attorney referral services;
local public agencies; regional
and/or district offices; licensed
private adoption agencies;
adoptive parent support groups
and post-adoption services;
support groups for adopted
adults and birth parents.  They
even have a database on Jewish
adoption!  110530 Rosehaven
St., Suite 400, Fairfax, VA.  703-
246-9095,  www.calib.com/naic/

Perspectives Press � adoption
publishing company run by well-
known adoption and fertility
author, Pat Johnston.  P.O. Box
9318, Indianapolis, IN  46290-
0318, 317-872-3055,
ppress@iquest.net, www.
perspectivespress.com

Pitspopany Press � publishers of
books and guides for Jewish
children, parents, and teachers,

including children�s stories,
holiday books, bible series.  800-
232-2931, pop@netvision.net.il,
http://www.pitspopany.com

Proud Parenting � formerly
known as Alternative Family
Magazine, this publication for
today�s gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender parents and
their families has recently been
re-named and re-launched.
Each issue has included at least
one article on some aspect of
adoptive parenting.  This is an
excellent publication for this
special population. 800-256-
8519, www.proudparenting.com,
$24/6 issues.

Roots and Wings � now merged
with Adoption Today Magazine (see
entry).  Current subscribers will
receive Adoption Today until their
subscription expires.  You may
order a complete collection of
back issues for $42.  888-924-
6736.  Send check or money
order to:  Roots & Wings
Magazine, P.O. Box 577
Hackettstown, NJ  07840, or
order online at http://
www.adoptinfo.net/
ORDERFOR.htm.
Tapestry Books � over 300 titles
of books on adoption, infertility
and parenting available for
children, teens and adults.  For
free catalog: 800-765-ADOPT
(2367)

1-800-Judaism:  The Catalog for
a Jewish Lifestyle � includes
adult and children�s books
(many on adoption), computer
software, travel guides, holiday
materials, music cassettes and
CD�s, videos, giftware, Jewish
art, cookbooks, jewelry, games
and toys, religious supplies, and
calendars.  800-Judaism,
info@judaism.com, http://
www.judaism.com
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Stars Of David International E-mail Discussion Groups

Stars of David International,
Inc. (SDI) has created four e-
mail listservs (see �What Is A
Listserv?� below as needed).
Our goal is to use groups
them to promote communica-
tion and fellowship  among
SDI members and their
families.

The four lists include:
SDI_Discussion
This list is for SDI members.

See �Joining The
SDI_Discussion List� below
for more information.

SDI_Preteen
This list is for children, ages 9
- 12, of SDI members.

SDI_Teen
This list is for children, ages
13 - 17, of SDI members.

SDI_Chai
This list is for children, ages
18 and over, of SDI members.
See �About The SDI Kids
Discussion Lists� below for
more information.

What Is A Listserv?
A listserv is a list of e-mail
addresses identified by a
single name, such as
SDI_Discussion@yahoogroups.com.
When a subscriber sends an e-
mail message to the mailing
list name, it is automatically
forwarded to all the addresses
in the list. You can reply to
the messages, send new
messages, or read the messages
without participating

To join an e-mail mailing list,
you need an e-mail address. In

addition, SDI�s membership
office must have a record of
this e-mail address. After you
subscribe to a list, you will
receive a reply giving you
details about the list and how
to participate. Then, you�ll
begin receiving mail from
other list participants.

Joining The SDI_Discussion
List
SDI subscribes current
members who have added an e-
mail address to their member-
ship profiles. You can
unsubscribe or change your
mail options at any time; see
�Other SDI List Tips For
Subscribers� below for details.

Please note: If you or your
family currently belong to
SDI, but have not updated us
with a current e-mail address,
your subscription to
SDI_Discussion will be
delayed. To avoid this, you
may send your name, organiza-
tion (if applicable) and e-mail
address to:

SDI_Discussion-
owner@yahoogroups.com.
You can also subscribe to
SDI_Discussion in one of the
two ways described below:

1. Visit the SDI_Discussion
website at: http://
www.yahoogroups.com/group/
SDI_Discussion

Click the Subscribe link on
the page. Follow the instruc-
tions provided. While there,
please create a personal profile,
including your name and
geographical location.

Or,

2. Send e-mail to
SDI Discussion-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Type Subscribe in the header
(subject line). In the body of
the message, type Subscribe
youremailaddress (for example,
subscribe sue@home.com).

If you initiate your own
subscription, your subscrip-
tion request will be sent to the
group moderators, who will
verify your membership status.

Once your SDI membership is
verified, you will be added to
the discussion group. The
moderators will send you an e-
mail welcome message.

To see how children ages 9 and
up of SDI members can
participate in their own SDI-
sponsored e- mail lists, see
�About The SDI Kids Discus-
sion Lists� below.

About The SDI Kids Discus-
sion Lists
These groups are designed to
be safe forums for adoptive
and birth children of SDI
members who want to commu-
nicate and get to know each
other.

Carefully selected adults will
moderate the preteen and the
teen groups. They will not
control the discussions; nor
will they disclose information
about the particpants or their
messages to anyone. Rather,
the role of the moderators is
to ensure the safety and

privacy of the participants�
communication. In addition,
we encourage parents whose
child(ren) participate in these
groups to carefully monitor
their child(ren)�s e-mail
behavior.

To subscribe to any of these
discussion groups, a current
member of SDI must submit a
valid e- mail address to the
group moderator at: listname-
owner@yahoogroups.com

For example, to subscribe a
child to the SDI_Teen group,
the member must send a
request to SDI_Teen-
owner@yahoogroups.com.
See �Sample Subscription
Requests For The SDI Kids
Lists� below for help on
subscribing your child(ren) to
any of the kids groups.

Note: To encourage open
communication, we hope that
the e-mail address the partici-
pant will use to receive and
send messages will be different
from the e-mail address of the
SDI member. That is, we
discourage the e-mail address
of the subscriber from being
the same e-mail address as that
of the parent.

Once the membership has
been confirmed, the group
moderator will add the e-mail
address of the child to the
discussion group�s distribu-
tion list.

If you or your family are not
current members of Stars of
David International, please
review the membership details
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at http://
www.starsofdavid.org/
member_i.html

If you or your family are a
current SDI member, but have
not updated us with a current
e-mail address, your subscrip-
tion to any of these lists will
be delayed. To avoid this,
please add your  your name,
organization (if applicable)
and e-mail address to:
listname-
owner@yahoogroups.com.

For example, to subscribe a
child to the SDI_Preteen
group, the member must send
a request to SDI_Preteen-
owner@yahoogroups.com.

Sample Subscription Re-
quests For The SDI Kids
Lists
To subscribe one child
Before sending the message,
replace listname-owner below
with the correct identifier:
SDI_Preteen-owner,
SDI_Teen-owner, or
SDI_Chai-owner). Replace
the sample e-mail addresses
with the correct ones for your
family.

Example
Subj: Subscribe my child
Date: Mon, 1 Oct 2001

12:57:28 PM Eastern Daylight
Time
From:
sdimember@mydomain.com
To:   listname-
owner@yahoogroups.com
cc: wordmstr@ix.netcom.com
Please add the following e-mail
address to this list:
mychild@domain.com
Thank you.
Our Family
City, State Zip
(555) 555-5555
sdimember@mydomain.com

To subscribe to multiple lists
Note: Send the request to
SDI_Discussion-
owner@yahoogroups.com.
Replace the sample e- mail
addresses with the correct ones
for your family.

Example
Subj: Subscribe my children to
discussion groups
Date: Mon, 1 Oct 2001
12:57:28 PM Eastern Daylight
Time
From:
wearemembers@somedomain.com
To: SDI_Discussion-
owner@yahoogroups.com
cc: wordmstr@ix.netcom.com
Please add the following e-mail
addresses to the SDI kids lists:
To preteen list:
mykid@somedomain.com

To teen list:
coolyidkid@yahoo.com
To over-18 list:
maybepremed@goodu.edu
Thank you.
SDI Member Name
City, State Zip
(555) 555-5555
wearemembers@somedomain.com

Other SDI List Tips For
Subscribers
To post a message to this
group, send e-mail to
listname@yahoogroups.com
(for example, subscribers to
SDI_Discussion would send
messages to
SDI_Discussion@yahoogroups.com)

To contact the moderator of
this group, send e-mail to
listname-
owner@yahoogroups.com (for
example, subscribers to
SDI_Discussion would send
messages to SDI_Discussion-
owner@yahoogroups.com)

To unsubscribe from this
group, send e-mail to
listname-
unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
(for example, subscribers to
SDI_Discussion would send
messages to
SDI_Discussion-
unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com)

To change your e-mail
address, name or location,
modify your profile by
visiting the website at http://
www.yahoogroups.com/
myprofile

To modify your subscription
options, visit the website at
http://www.yahoogroups.com/
mygroups

To set for individual (each
message sent as posted) or
digest (all messages from one
day sent in one message)
version, visit the website at
http://www.yahoogroups.com/
mygroups

To reply to a message from
the digest:
1. Enter the following e-mail
address in the Send To box:
listname@yahoogroups.com
(for example, subscribers to
SDI_Discussion would send
messages to
SDI_Discussion@yahoogroups.com)

2. Create a new header in the
subject line, e.g. �Re: Val�s
message <date>�; or, copy the
actual subject header from the
message to which you are
replying, and paste it into the
Subject line of your message.

To create a new message, use
the
same e-
mail
address
as
above.

  Contact: Debra A.W. Berger, Editor
STAR TRACKS
Box 573
Woodbury, New Jersey  08096-0573
Toll-free 1-888-550-3732
StarTrackss@aol.com

STAR TRACKS retains the absolute and unqualified right to reject advertising from any group or individual, or to reject the copy, language, or
format of any advertising submitted for publication.  STAR TRACKS does not endorse, and does not accept responsibility for, any advertiser or
any product or service advertised in the newsletter.

All rates are per issue:

FULL PAGE $100.00
HALF PAGE 55.00
1/4 PAGE 30.00
1/8 PAGE 16.50
BUSINESS CARD 15.00

STAR TRACKS ADVERTISING RATE
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Deadlines for issues in 2002-2003 are:   2/1, 5/1 and 8/1
.
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STARS OF DAVID CHAPTERS AND CONTACTS - The following is a listing of current STARS OF DAVID chapters and contacts as of 1/01.
Should you wish to start a chapter or be an area contact, please call National Chapter Coordinator DEBRA BERGER, toll-free, 1-888-550-3732.
Should you wish to contact someone locally, please call the closest chapter or contact listed.

CHAPTERS

AZ PHOENIX CHAPTER, Craig & Andi Maron, The Shalom Center, Phoenix, 602-971-1234;

craig_maron@yahoo.com; shalomcenter@templechai.com

CA EAST BAY CHAPTER, Ellen Geisler, Walnut Creek, 925-932-3078; MikeREllen@aol.com

CA LOS ANGELES/SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CHAPTER, Curtis and Myrna Miller, Northridge,

818-368-0737; MyrnaM3@aol.com

CA ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER, Marcia Marsinko, JFS, Orange, 714-445-4950, X102

CA SAN DIEGO, Jamie Rodin, 619-291-0473, Fax 619-291-2419, jamier@fjssd.org

CA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA PENINSULA/SOUTH BAY CHAPTER, Dorothy and David Heller,

Sunnyvale, 408-832-1825; dorothy heller@hotmail.com

HI SHALOHA CHAPTER, Jana & Howard Wolff, tel/fax 808-988-1989; janawolff@lava.net

IL CHICAGO CHAPTER,Elyse Flack, Northbrook, (847) 509-9929, starsdavid@aol.com

MI METRO DETROIT CHAPTER, Rosa Schindler, 248-661-3978 and Judi Shapiro, 248-626-2716,

West Bloomfield

NJ NEW BRUNSWICK CHAPTER, Joy Willinger, Dayton, 732-329-8043; willinge@rci.rutgers.edu

NJ CHAVERIM CHAPTER, Craig Maron, 602-971-1234, craig_maron@yahoo.com; Marlyn Kress,

Mt. Laurel, NJ 856-866-0055, marlkress@home.com

NY NEW YORK CITY CHAPTER, Stars of David Coordinator, Jewish Child Care Association, New

York, 212-33-4722; JCCANAP@aol.com

RI RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER, Roberta Schneider, 401-431-0728

 CONTACTS - in order by state/city names

AL Birmingham,Esther Schuster, JFS, (205) 879-3438; estherjfs@excite.com

CA Irvine, Ellen Simpson, (714) 857-1986; elsimpso@uci.edu

CA Sacramento, Cherryne Kravitz, (530) 757-7738

CA San Francisco, Lynn Fingerman, JFCS,(415) 202-7494

CA Santa Barbara, Laurel Rose, JFS, (805) 962-0770

CO Denver,Milly Nadler, Denver, (303) 922-3037; mnadler@ecentral.com

CT Bridgeport, Barbara Paris, JFS,(203) 366-5438

CT New London, Laurie Denenberg, JFS,(203) 444-6333

CT Norwalk, Nancy Salk & Robert Jellinek, (203) 866-1276

CT Woodbridge, Joel & Debbie Sachs, (203) 389-5400; debkasa@aol.com

FL Boca Raton, Mark Cherny, JFS, (561) 852-3333

FL Hollywood. Lisa Math, (954) 961-0532

FL Ft. Lauderdale, Bennett & Mindy-Jo Lorman,(305) 749-1526  (H)/(305) 763-8973 (W)

FL Lauderhill, Rabbi Michael Gold

FL Longwood, Linda Silver and Michael Baron, 407-833-0216, ets1204@aol.com

FL Miami, Naomi Sternberg, JFS, (305) 672-8080

IA Des Moines, Susan H. Sandler, JFS, (515) 255-7163

KY Louisville, Judy Freundlich Tiell, JFS,(502) 452-6341

LA New Orleans, Roberta Hirsu, JFS, (504) 831-8475

MA Holliston, Joan Clark, Open Door Society of Mass,(800) 93-ADOPT

MA N. Andover, Marla S. Lichtman, JFS,(508) 683-6711

MA Salem, David H. Colten, JFS, (978)741-7878 X21, Fax: (978)-741-8383

MA Springfield, Lisa Burch, JFS,(413) 737-2601

MA Westboro, Donna Davis,Westboro, (508) 898-1515 or Linda & Steve Lewis, Brighton, (617) 787-

8521 or Peter Gibbs, JFCS, Boston, 617-227-5587

MD Central Maryland, Gail Lipsitz, JFS Baltimore, (410) 466-9200 ext. 234

MI Ann Arbor, Lauren Mermelstein, (313) 663-7352

MI Metro Detroit, JFS, Diane St. Peter, (248) 559-1500

MN Afton, Amy Silberberg,(612) 436-2015

NC Charlotte, JFS,(704) 364-6594

NC Durham, Marjorie Scheer, 919-676-2200; FAX 919-676-2122, mscheer@shalomdch.org; orAnn

Hess, JFS Raleigh, ann.hess@rcjp.org

NE Tanya Seina, JFS,(402) 330-2024

NJ Asbury Park, Roberta Taffer, JFS,(732) 774-6886

NJ Cherry Hill, Meira Itzkowitz & Marlene Winn, JFCS, 856-424-1333

NJ Highland Park , Reva Kaufman, (908) 545-7174

NJ Ventnor, Matt Greenberg, JFS,(609) 822-1108

NJ Wayne, Cindy Ratner, (973) 694-1691

NV Las Vegas, Jani Novotny, JFS,(702) 732-0340

NY Albany, Esther Greenberg, JFS,(518) 482-8856

NY Brooklyn, Rabbi Linda & Henry Goodman,(718) 638-7600

NY Brooklyn, Lonnie & Dianne Jacobson,(718) 435-8387

NY Buffalo & Erie County, Marlene Schillinger, JFS, (716) 883-1914; jfsbflony@pcom.net

NY Duanesburg, Alan Krieger,(518) 895-8001

NY New City, JFS Rockland County,(914) 638-2121

NY Poughkeepsie, Susan Goodman Goldstein, JFS,(914) 471-9817

NY Rochester, Miriam Rudnick, (716) 473-2035; mrudnick@frontiernet.net

NY Rockland County, Bonnie Raab, JFS New City, (914) 354-2121

NY Syracuse - Ask for Stars of David, (315) 445-0820

OH Akron, Mimi Surloff, JFS,(216) 867-3388

OH Beachwood, Paula Reshotko,(216) 831-0700

OH Columbus, Beth Gerber, (614) 231-1890

OH Dayton, Marilyn Lustig, JFS,(513) 854-2944; jfs@jfgd.net

OH Shaker Heights, Leah Pomerantz Gurvis, Adoption Center at Bellefaire JCB, (216) 932-2807 x520,

gurvisl@bellefairejcb.org

OH Toledo,Jim Best, JFS, 419-885-2561

PA Allentown, Adoption Coordinator, JFS, (610) 821-8722

PA Harrisburg, Ellen Rabin, JFS, (717) 233-1681

PA Philadelphia, Shelley Sanders, JFS, (215) 698-9950; shelley@jewishadoption.org;

shelleys@jfcsphil.org

PA Philadelphia, see CHAVERIM CHAPTER, Debra Berger, (856) 384-2764, StarsChvrm@aol.com

PA Scranton, Sheila Nudelman, JFS,(717) 344-1186

PA Wilkes-Barre, Ann Smith, JFS,(717) 823-5137

SC Greenwood, Michael Ritter & Sara Paulin, 864-388-0784

TN Memphis, Penny Glatstein, JFS,(901) 767-8511

TN Nashville, Teri Sogol, JFS,(615) 356-4234

TX Austin, Leah Cohen, JFS,(512) 795-8092

TX Dallas, Sherrie Portwood, JFS,(214) 437-9950

TX Houston, Deborah Cohen, (713) 667-8552

TX Fort Worth Michelle Adler, JFS,

VA Arlington, Stanton Phillips, 703-522-8800, adoptlawr@aol.com

VA Norfolk, Debra F. Mayer, JFS,(804) 489-3111

VA Richmond, Stefanie Master, JFS,(804) 282-5644

VT Burlington, Anita Cohn,(802) 864-9136; ALC VT@aol.com

WI Madison, Barbara Spierer, JFS,(608) 278-1808

WI Middleton, Joanna Berke-Lynch,(608) 831-1596 (H)/(608) 231-3426(W)

WI Milwaukee, Mary Beth Murphy, 414-390-5800

CANADA, BRITISH COLUMBIA, Vancouver, Elsa Weinstein,(604) 876-4543

CANADA, ONTARIO, Ottawa, JFS Ottawa/Carleton,(613) 789-1800

CANADA, ONTARIO, Susan Brandes, JFCS Toronto,(416) 638-7800

CANADA, QUEBEC, JFS, Willowdale, Montreal, (514) 342-0000



Stars of David International, Inc.
3175 Commercial Avenue, #100
Northbrook, IL  60062-1915

Address Service Requested

2003  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

To join as a member of a chapter, to renew your dues or to join as an at-large member (not joining a specific
chapter), please complete this form and mail with your check payable to Stars of  David International, Inc.
Dues are $50/family, $125/professional or agency.  If  you are joining a particular chapter please remember
to list the name of the chapter in the space below.  Send form and dues to:

Stars of David International, Inc. 3175 Commercial Avenue, Suite 100, Northbrook, IL  60062-1915

NAME(S): PHONE: (            )

ADDRESS: FAX:      (           )

CITY/STATE/ZIP: E-MAIL:

ALL CHILDREN (name, birthdate, country):

 CHAPTER JOINED ________________________________      AT-LARGE MEMBER _______

 NEW MEMBER ______   RENEWAL _______       FAMILY _______   PROF./AGENCY ______

 Please  ____ publish     ____ do not publish   our names on the national membership list.

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED?  IF THE DATE
ON YOUR MAILING LABEL IS
HIGHLIGHTED THIS IS YOUR LAST
NEWSLETTER.  PLEASE MAIL IN YOUR
RENEWAL DUES TO KEEP YOUR
MEMBERSHIP CURRENT.


